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TH E Houſe of Commons profeſſing them 
ſelves of the Church of England, and being 
are conſequently oblig d, as much as in them lies, 
to preſerve the Church by Law Eftabliſh'd,,no 
leſs than the State. And fince they find by fad 
Experience, that former Laws enacted for Her 
Preſervation, are by Hypocriſy and ſiniſten De- 
ſigus, unexpectedly evaded, they think themſelves 
bound in Conſcience to put a timely ſtop to thoſe 
= wicked Meaſures, that ſeem to them utterly in- 
Ft} confiſtent with the ſafety and advantage of the 


* JJ) 8 0 
Our Civil Government is certainly a moſt ad- 
mirable Conſtitution. But ſuppoſe ſome of tho 
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= ſueh indirect Practices; ſo are they doubtleſs as 


Laws whereby tis ſupported, ſhould have hap- 

n'd to have been deficient, and Men of Repub- 
lea Principles ſhould find out ſome By ways to- 
introduce tbeir Form of Government, which no 
body could foreſee: Would it not become the 
Wiſdom of the Houſe of Commons to contrive a 
proper Expedient by Act of Parliament, to de- 
Feat their Purpoſes, and thereby keep Our Form of 
Government ſteddy on its Ba is. 

There being no ſuch Perfection as Infalibility | 
g Mortals, tis impoſſible but Hy ” 
among | » tis 1mpo . Luman 
Councils muſt err, and their Laws be ſubje& to- YA 
various Abuſes ; future Contingencies are con- 
_cealed from their Knowledge: Nor can they 'Di- 
vine what Methods may be taken by Subtle n- 
trieguung Men, to make good Acts uſeleſs : But 
Time and Obſervation will in a great degree ſup- 
ply deſects of this kind; when Men are ſeen 
perverting the juſt Intention of a Law, as 'tis then | 
in the power of Governours to provide againſt l 


much concerned to keep the Law from being thus 
aſſaulted, as they would have been at firſt 'to have 
made good Laws impregnable, provided they had 
foreſeen all ill Methods of attacking 'em. 
In tde Reign of King Charles the Second, there 
were Acts made to ſecure the Church of England 


from 


not taken the Sacrament of the Lord's 


5 

from being ſubuerted by Glaffedel Perſons 
ting into | Pots of inteneft and Power. The way 
choſen to ſecure Her, was to prohibit the Election 
of thoſe Perſons to arry Places of Truſt, who ad 
Supper, ac- 
carding to the Rates of the Church of England, with- 
in one year before ſuch: Election: And like- 
wiſe to enjoyn all Perſons fo Elected, within three 
Months after their Admittance, to receive the faid 
Sacrament, according to the Uſage of the Churub of 
England aforeſaid, which, if they neglected, they 
incurr'd. very formidable, but due Penalties. This 

| Method, As it Was intended h y the. Legiſſlature to 
keep out all Diſſenters from Places : Txuſty ſo 

did it appear to them very Proper and BfeGual. 
For the Quakeri:xe jecting that C Ordinanceander. 
the notion of its berths Anti Chet me 
e Com noun oo and Wine; e 


AF 0, Prick iples 1 
; e receive this Saanen, on any 
— Slit: Go 
The Roman Curbolicks looking onusa 4dr evith „ 


and our Conceptions of the Conſecrated | Elertients 
Frag nnd. Reign af 7. their- Popes 


get- ” 


1 
communication; the Legiſlature could not think 
any Papiſts in contradiction to their own Tenets, 

and in a direct Oppoſition to his Holmeſs's Autho- 
rity, would partake of the Lord's Supper in any 
Proteſtant Church. Hh 
No more could they have imagin'd, the reft of 
dur Diſſenters, who as much avoided that Sacra- 
ment; as Adminiſtred by Us, as either of the for- 
mer, would have ſubmitted to the Geſture of re- 
ceiving it, by Law appointed, as long as they 
were Dillenters. They were very ſenſible in King 
Carles the Second's time, how much theſe Men 
_ exclaimed againſt Kneeling at that Ordinance, and | 
pleaded for 85 ting. Nay, tis but too well known, | 
their diſlike to it ran ſo high, that they did not 
. ſtick to brand us with Idolatr y, for complying 1 
4 | 5 with that fuitable and decent Poſture! | 
Anſemuch, that twas thought neceſſary to make | 
a Solemn Declaration, That uo manner of {d;rati- | 
on of- the Elements was thereby intended. 80 that, 
Fonſidering the Principles and Pretenſions of all || 
our Diſſenters, and particularly their averfion ei- 
ther to the Sacrament it ſelf, or to the way of re- 
ceiving it in the Church of England, the Govern- 
ment could not have pitched on a better Method 
to exelude all forts of Diſſenters from Places of | 
Truſt and Power, than by enjoyning em _ 
| 55 orm 
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1 
form to the manner of Adminiſtring it in the Eu- 
 glifþ Church, as a neceſſary Qualification for ſuch 
Offices. Sol "Er ESE 


| Now it muſt be confeſs'd, neither Quakers nor 
Papiſto, do warp from their Principles in this caſe : 
The one never receives the Sacrament at all ; the 
other never receives it in our Churches. Whence. 
it comes to paſs, that neither Papiſts nor Quakers 
are admitted into Poſts of Truſt in the Govern- 
ment. Conſequently, the Law ſuffers no viola- 
tion in this Reſpect, from theſe Men, their Pra- 
ices being anſwerable to their Pretenſions in this 


Point, and juſt the ſame as they were in the Reign _ 


of King Charles the Second, when the Acts above- 
alluded to were made for the ſecurity. of the Con- 
m_—_ e 
But from Matter of Fact, tis too evident, that 
other Diſſenters, though they retain the ſame in- 
veterate grudge againſt the Church of England, 
and will not conform to Her way of Worſhip, for- 
the ſake of Order, Unity and Peace, do neverthe- 
leſs receive the Sacrament as the Rubrick directs, 
contrary to their pretended Conſciences, that they: 
might increaſe their Fortunes, and therewith the 
Intereſt of ther own Party. Which, by the Way, 
Is enough to convince all Impartial Men, that our 
Presbyterians have in this matter, ſhewn them 


GX e 
ſelves more Treacherous and Deſigning, than even 
Quakers or Roman Cat bolicks. 35 N 
Here then, a Law is violated by theſe Men, its 

Intention altogether fruſtrated; its Force enerva- 
ted by Solemn Hypocriſy, by prevaricating at the 
Altar, by a conformable Out- ſide and ſymtoms of 

Union, when the Heart is fully bent upon Schiſm 
and Obſtinacy! Here are external Compliances 
with the Orders of the Church, only to qualify 
themſelves for working Her Deſtruction! As 
Chriſt was betray'd under the Mask of Friendſhip. 


And muſt our Legiſlators allow ſuch an Evaſion of 


the Laws? Are they to ſuffer thoſe Ads which 
are the very Bulwork of our Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 
vil Conſtitution, to be render'd infignificant, and 
thoſe Men who are irreconcilable Adverſaries to 
Both, to creep in among us, and break our. Mea- 
ſures? What, though they T ransform” themſelves 
into Angels of Laght for a moment, and ſeem with 
one Mind, as well as one Mouth to Glorify God; 
the Cloven-foot is afterwards viſible, their propen- 
ſity to Diviſion being ſtill eager, and only made 
more formidable by their Diſſimul ation. 
Ihis Deficiency in thoſe Acts againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, can be no juſt Diſparagement to the Le- 
+= 5 that made em. The then Law-givers 
da real Deſign to exclude Nun. conformiſtx from 


Offices 


Z 
Offices of Truſt; and, as I have made it appear, 
took the moſt likely Method to compoſe their 
End: But could not have ſuppoſed that Diſſen- 
ters, Who pretended ſo much Conſcience for their 
Non-Conformity, and for Reforming our Way gt. 
Receiving the Lord's Supper, would at any time 
conform thereto purely out of regard to ſecular 
— SC ee no” — 
hut now our preſent Law-givers have a quite 
Different View of the Matter. They find by Ex- 
perience, what was not foreſeen, vx. That ma- 
ny of our Diſſenters will not ſcruple to Receive the 
Sacrament for the obtaining Places of Truft, and 
yet continue to be Aon-conformiſts, contrary to the 
very Intention of the As -above-mention'd. 
Wherefore, with great ſubmiſſion, tis incumbent 
on em to confirm thoſe Acts, by fortifymg 'em 
where they are deficient. In 1 doing, they will 
diſcover the ſame due Tenderneſs for our Excellent 
Eſtabliſnment, the ſame zealous Antipat hy to Se- 
dition and Schiſm, which the Renowned Enactors 
of the Laws we are ſpeaking of have exerted in 
$90 7 0 TR CERT Rt: 
Some may poſſibly wonder why they who op- 
poſe the Occa ſional Bill, do not move to havethole 
Acts againſt Diſſenters repealed. . Such a Motion 
certainly feerns not inconkitent with their Oppoſi- 
| | — tion 


Ss e 

tion to the Bill. For if thoſe Acts are Injurious 
to the Rights of Diſſenters, as tis pretended ; it 
would be but Juſtice to abrogate 'em ; and the 
continuance of 'em were utterly indefenfible. 8 
But, on the other hand, if Diſſenters are not 
injured by thoſe Acts, how can they be injured by 
the Confirmation of em, when Laws are in them- 
felves Juſt and Innocent, and with regard to the 
ſtate of things, very expedient? the proper San- 
ctions or Proviſions made to guard em, muſt be 
ſo too. To approve of a Law, and at the ſame 
time only connive at its violation, but oppoſe the 
due meaſures of preſerving it from being tram- 
pled on, ſeems utterly Irreconcilable. One would 
think therefore they who. are againſt the Bill's 
Paſſes , would appear more confiftent with 
_ themſelves, and their own Arguments, if they en- 
deavour'd the Abrogation of thoſe Acts againſt 
Diſſenters; which, as the caſe now ſtands, only 
ſerve to make em add Hypocriſy to their Schiſm, 
and eat and drink their o Damnation, by eating and 
drinking very unworthily, 8 

Occaſional Conformity for worldly Advanta- 


= ges, cannot but be accounted a: Scandalons Immo- 


rality, by all Perſons who have a ſenſe of Religion. 
For fince Unity is a Chriſtian's Duty, where the 
Ferms of Community may be comply'd with, with- 


Oi 


E 
out ſin , it evidently follows, That Chriſtians are 
either to Conform or Separate from an Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, according to the Nature and Quality of 
the Terms She impoſes, and not according to 
their own Humour, or proſpe& of Secular Intereſt. 
A Church that enjoyns lawful things, ſhould al- - 
ways be frequented and obey'd ; and a Church en- 
joyning things palpably unlawful, ought always to 
be forſaken. 80 that the Lawfulneſs, or Unlaw- 
fulneſs, not the Temporal conveniency, or In- 
conveniency of what is Commanded, ſhould be 
the ſole Occaſion of either Men's Conformity or 
Diflent from the National Religion. 3 
But they who ſhall avoid our Communion, as 
unlawfully adminiſtred, and yet, to carry on ſome 
worldly Deſign, ſhall reſort to it, Conforming 
freely to what they pretend to diſlike out of Con- 
ſcience; (ſuch Perſons plainly declare, that the 
Rule of their Conſciences is Secular Intęreſt, and 
that their God is Mam m. 
If then, Occaſional Conformity on ſuch Sini- 
ſter Motives, be a Scandalous Immorality, tis to 
be hop'd for the future, no Good Chriftian will 
be againſt Suppreſſing it. Do not we joyntly ar- 


5 laud thoſe ſeaſonable Proclamations and Ads of 


Parliament, that are intended to prevent Immora- 
lity and Propbaneneſs? How can thoſe Acts and 
55 os 2 20 


10 
Proclamations be extoll'd or countenanc'd by any 
Perſons, who Wap the Bill? And yet *tis cer- 
tain, too many do intrigue againſt it with very 
amazing heat, who yet ſet up for Great Reformers ! 
Good God! As if Hypocrily in the very Sanduary,. 
and a Proſtitution of the beſt of Ordinances, to the 
baſeſt and moſt pernicious Deſigns, could be con- 
ſiſtent with a Reformation ! Without doubt, it may 
be made appear, that Occaſional Conformity is as 
great a Sin, as moſt of the Immoralities puniſha- 
ble by Law. Which deſerves the ſerious Confi- 
deration of ſuch Perſons, as love to diſtinguiſh. 
themſelves by a more than Common Zeal for a. 
Reformation of Manners. | 
hus Occafional Conformity for an Office, as. 
it is in it ſelf highly Sinful and Immoral, fo in 
order to a National Reformation, it ought (with 
much ſubmiſſion) ſpeedily to be prevented by Act 
J = ee, 
Much more ſhould it be ſuppreſſed, when tis 
made the unhappy Inſtrument of rendring Ne- 
ceſſary Laws of little or no uſe. The preſent Le- 
_ giſlature cannot but have ſo much Reſpect for the 
Acls of their Predeceſſors, as to ſecure em from 
the Abuſes of defigning Men. As long as they are: 
pleaſed to continue em in Being, tis great pity 
they ſhould permit em to be impoſed upon; elpe- 
Sed e cially, 
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cially, when the Methods uſed to make 'em in- 
fignificant, are ſo very contrary to Religion and a 
Good Con ſcience. 777 wn Ha 
By this prevaricating Practice, ſuch Men are 
let into the Government, as will endeavour to _ 
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ſubvert it upon a Principle of Conſcience ! How 
diſagreeable the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Model of 
our Occaſional Conformiſts is, from what is now. 
Eftabliih'd among us, may be learn'd from the 
Proceedings in the days of Oliver, when Epiſco- 
 pacy ſhrunk into Presbytery, and Monarchy into 
a Common-wealth. . Indeed, if we had a mind 
to Subvert the Government in Church and State; 
the Breach theſe Men have made in our Mounds, 
to get in among us, and weaken our Intereſt; _ 
ſhould not be mended, their acceſs to Places of 
Truſt and Power ſhould be free and eaſy; fince 
the more room is made for them, the leſs. we have 
for our ſelves, and proportionable to their growth, 
our Bulk and Authority muſt be diminiſh'd of 
Courſe: But when any Perſon who declares for 
| Monarchy and the Church of England, and is de- 
| firous to preſerve Both, does give Indulgence to 
Occa ſional Conformiſts ; it is juſt as likely he ſhould 
compaſs His End, as that a Man ould think to 
ſecure his Money in a Cheſt, when he wo a 
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Hole in the Lid big enough for any Thie / to thruſt 
his Hand in. 5 
And as the Practice we are ſpeaking againſt, 
has an obvious tendency to the 1-7 fir of our 
 £ſtabliſhment ; ſo does it ſeem to be altogether 
as deſtructive of the Natural Obligations of Hu- 


manit) and Fuſtice. When Men's Mind; and Con- 


ſciences are defiled, when they play the Hypocrite, 

and to their own Knowledge break the true lntent 
of Laws, in order to be promoted to Offices of 
Truſt, how can it be preſumed that they will diſ- 
charge em faithfully ! The Good of S1cretres de- 
yon chiefly upon the Simcerity and Integrity of 
_ Perſons in High Stations: But theſe requiſite Diſ- 
poſitions cannot be expected in Men of Debauch'd 
Conſciences. So that, were all Places of Truſt 
lodg'd in the Hands of Occa ſional Conformeſts, we 
have reaſon to conclude, that not only the True 
Religion, but even Siet) it ſelf, would be a de- 
plorable Sufferer. 5 

Had the Honourable Houſe of Commons thought 
of a Bill to keep Knaves and Enemies to Church and 
Monarchy out of Places of Truſt, without apply- 
ing it to the Cafe of our Occafional Confornaſts ; 
no doubt, twould ſoon have paſs'd into a Law. 
Every Body, that was an honeſt Man, and a 
ſound Member of the Eftabliſh'd Church, would 

: . 


(15 ) 

have concluded it the moſt reaſonable motion in 
the World. But now, being apply'd to Occa ſio- 
nal Conformiſts, the matter ſeems to ſome Perſons 
to be different. And why different? If Occa ſio- 
nal Conformity for an Office, and Knavery, be on- 
ly ſeveral Terms to expreſs one and the fame 
Thing; If ſuch an Occaſional Conformiſt be in 
his very Principles and Defigns an Adverſary to 
Monarchy and the Church, and receives the Sa- 
erament according to Her Rules, contrary to his. 
pretended: Conſcience; that one time or other he 
might overturn Both; where is the difference be- 
tween a Knave, or an Enemy to Church and Mo- 
narchy, and an Occaftonal Confor miſt for Intereſt- 
and Power? And if they are the ſame, notwith- 
ſtanding their different Names; why they ſhould 
not have the very ſame treatment from the Le- 
giſlature, ſeems ſomewhat unaccountable: 

Nor would ſuch a reſtraint on ſuch deſigning 
Men be new or uncommon. Did we caſt our 


Eyes upon other States and Kingdoms, we ſhould 


view ſomething of the like nature. The Etam- 
ples of Popiſb Governments perhaps would not be 
admitted; though for the moſt part, they come 
not behind other People in points of Policy. Go 
but to Holland, our intimate Allies, and we ſhall 

find no ſuch Practice allow'd as Occaſional Confor- - 


wt 
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mity for an Offce. Tis true, all Religions are 
there Tul-rated, that their Country might be Po- 
pulous and Rich, and conſequently Strong: But 
they who would have Preferment from the Civil 
Power, muſt Qualify themſelves for it, by con- 
forming (not Oeca ſionally, but Altogether )-to the 
National Religion. r 
Nay, Let us not go fo far. Take but Scytland 
for an Inſtance, and we ſhall ſee, not only no En- 
couragement for Occaſional Conformiſts, but no 
Toleration for any Religion, that differs from what 
is there Eftabliſh'd ; we ſhall ſee their Notion of 
Tolerating Epeſcopacy, to be nothing elſe but Eſta- 
bliſbing Ini uty by a Law, and on that foot reject- 
ed with Abhorrence „„ 

Now, the notionsabove-mention'd, are not on- 
ly Proteſtant but Presbyterian; much of the fame 

rinciples with our Occaſional Contormiſts : And 
moſt of thoſe Chriſtians, which both of em keep 
out of Offices, and the latter deny 1 oleration to, 
are much of the fame Religion Eſtabliſh'd in 
England. And why we ſhould allow Men of their 
Perſuaſion, by the Uſe of Occaſional Conformi- 
ty, to get into Offices of T ruft, and thereby put 
themſelves in a better Capacity to treat us of 


this National Church, as they do our Brethren 2 


In 
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in Holland, or perhaps in Scotland, it muſt be left 
to them to conſider, who diſlike the Bill. 
But what need we go fo far as Scotland? Look 
back and view our own Nation, whilſt it groan'd 
under the Uſurpation of Presbyterians ; and ſay, 
how it fared with Well-wiſhers to Church and 
State as now by Law Eftabliſh'd. Read but the 
Pamphlets of thoſe times, on the fide of the then 
preſent Government ; and the ſad Accounts of 
the many Sequeſtrations and Hardſhips the very 
Laity themſelves were expoſed to, and you'll be 
convinced, That neither Liberty of Conſcience, 
nor Liberty of getting Preferments by Occafional 
Conformity, nor even Liberty of enjoying their 
Rights and Properties, were granted to Royal:ſts, 
whom they Nick-nam'd, Malignant. 
But if thoſe Enthijſiaſtio Rebels be not thought 


5 a ſafe Precedent, let us look farther back to the 


Reign of Queen Elixabetb. Tis true, Popery 
having been the Eftabliſh'd Religion in Her Pre- 
dece ſſor s time, and the great Perſons of the Na- 


1 tion having embrac'd it, twas thought Expedi- 


ent in the beginning of Her Reign, to promote 
many of em to Offices of Truſt. But that wiſe 
Queen perceiving the ill Conſequences of ſuch an 
1mproper Mixture, quite altered Her former 
Meaſures, reſerving 11 of Intereſt and Power 


(18) 
for thoſe Men, that were better affected to Church 
and State. 
But have they who diſlike the Bill, nothing to 
ſay for themſelves ? Yes. — Did they prevent 
Occaſional 1 Men could not prove all 
things, and bold faſt that which is good. — Non- 
conformiſts,by being debarr'd our Churches, would 


want due Means of Conviction. — Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles were Occaſional Conformiſts. — Diſſen- 


ters have a natural Right to Offices of Truft, they 


being Free- born Subjects, and as capable of ſer- 
ving the Publick, as other Men. — Thoſe who 


conform Occaſionally, do not look on our way of 
Worſhip to be ſinful, only they eſteem their own 


more Edifymg. — To be debarred of Occafional 
Conformity, would only be an Introduction to the 
taking away the T oleration. — The Government 


thinks it very improper at this Juncture to give 


de Diſſemers a HANDLE, &c.— Other 
Reaſons are alledg'd, but they appear either fo 


it may ſeem wholly unneceſſary ſo much as to 
mention 'em. e 


As to the Firſt of theſe; ſhould we admit of 
4 


ae Interpretation of Saint Paul's Word 


which the Advocates for Occafional Conformity 


are 
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trifling and inconcluſive in themſelves, or elſe, = I 
have been ſo well anſwered by other Hands, that 25 =. 


BL. 
are pleaſed to grve, we ſhould be as far from the 
true Intent of em, as the Occafional Conformiſts 
Practice is from the Deſign of thoſe Acts we de- 
fire might be fortify d. Whoever conſiders the 

Drift of that Apoſtle, will conclude, that as in 
the firſt Ages of the Church there were many 
Impoſtors, who by their Lymg-wonders, often de- 
luded the firſt Chriſtians; ſo Saint Paul cautions 
thoſe unwary Profeſſors, in order to prevent their 
Seduction, ' To try all thoſe who pretend to ex- 
« traordinary Gifts, and examine whether they 
« have em or no, by that Gift of Diſcerning of 
« Spirits, and make uſe of thoſe, who approve 
« themſelves to have what they profeſs. Ham. in 
locrm. Now what is all this to the caſe of their 
Occaſional Conformity? Saint Paul, who was ſo 
juſtly an Enemy to Separation and Divifion, and 
wrote ſo much in behalf of Church-Umry , cannot 
be ſuppoſed in this, or any other place to coun- 
tenance Itehing Ears, whereby the Peace of the 
Church might be loft or endangered. Sn 
Ina word, If this their Interpretation be Or-- 


thodox, the conſequence muſt be of vaſt Preju- 


dice and Scandal to Chriſtianity. Men might 
run from the Church to a Conventicle, thence to a 

 Syagogne, and from that to a Moſque, neglect- 
ing the true Worſhip, and halting between God and 

V᷑M e Baal, 


A Rat, 
Baal, and all out of pretence of proving all things! 
Nay, did Chriſtians live in Popiſb or Mahometan 
Countries, they might Occaſionally Conform, to 
__ twiſt themſelves into Poſts of Truſt and Authority, 
if proving all things, and holding faſt that is good, be 
any thing of an Argument for Occaſional Con- 
formity. 
But will not Non- conformiſts, when they are 
 debarr'd our Churches, want due means of Con- 
viction, and of being brought over to the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion? = 5 
How are they debarr'd our Churches? Are not 
the Doors open? They may ſurely come in if they 
pleaſe. What! Becauſe we would not have em 
come to the Sacrament on purpoſe to capacitate 
themſelves for doing Miſchief, and to prevent. 
Perſons ſteady to the Eſtabliſhment, from ha- 
ving their Conformity rewarded, muſt it therfore 
ſollow/, that we would not have em come to our 
Worſhip at all, or be any other way inſtructed, as 
to the Lawfulneſs of our Terms of Communion ? 
The Deſign of the Bill is not to keep Diſſenters 
from coming to Church for Informatiou, but from. 
coming to the Lord's Supper for Intereſt and 


Places of Truſt. And Men that would come thi- 


ther for better Reaſons, and more juſtifiable Pur- 
_ poſes, ought to want ſuch. Motives, which will 
- "Sr Rr rome pos Tm 
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only ſerve to bag their Guilt, as well as 
qualify em for Publick Miſchief. 
But Chriſt and his Apoſtles conform'd Occaſi- 
onally ; and muſt thoſe who follow their Steps, 
be frown'd upon by the Government ? 


Did the Diſſenters follow Chriſt's Example, 
the whole Controverſie would ſoon be at an end. 
As the Fewiſh Church was the only One Eſta- 
bliſh'd by Heaven, ſo we find the Bleſſed of jus, Ez 
on all occaſions Conforming thereto, though that 
Church, at our Saviour's Coming, had ſeveral. 
Things of Ecole ſiaſſical Appointment, nay, ſeve- 
ral Errors introduced into it. But can Ad-— 
vocates of Occaſional Conformity make it appear, 
that Chriſt Conform'd to the Fewiſh Religion Oc- 
cafionally for Temporal Advantage? If they ſay he 
did, they blaſphemouſly aſperſe him: If they ſay 
he did not, how then can his Example bealledg'd 
in Vindication of Occaſional Conformity for an 
Office? 3 
Neither can his Apoſtles be juſtly tax d with 
this unchriſtian Guilt. We grant, they frequent- 
_ ed the Jeuuſb Synagogues at their Hours of Pray- 


er, and ſymbolix d with em in ſome of their Rites 

and Ceremonies; But what Advantage did they 
propoſe thereby? Had they an Eye upon any 

Civil Preferments, and were they conformable = 

DE SE = purely 


ES 
purely to qualifie themſelves for 'em ? Was it 
erer heard, that either the Fews made Occaſi- 
onal Conformity a condition of obtaining Poſts of 
Fruft, or that the Apoſtles ſo far proſtituted their 
Conſciences to their Ambition and Secular Inte- 
reſts, as to get into ſuch Poſts by ſuch, or indeed 
any other means? Were they not all along fted- 
falt Diſciples of the Holy Jeſus, whoſe Kingdom 
25 not of this World? And did not they renounce 
all manner of claim to worldly Advantages, in 
imitation of their Lord? What then can thele 
Men mean, by producing the Examples of the A- 
poſtles, to patronize their Occaſional Confor mi- 

N Unleſs therefore Occaſional Conformiſts can 
prove, that the Apoſtles, when they Conform'd 
to .the Jewnſs Worſhip, did it to qualify them- 
ſelves for Temporal Advantage, all their bold 
Arguments in behalf of Occaſional Conformity, 
from the Carriage of the Apoſtles, with reſpect 
to the Fewrſb Religion, can make nothing for 
FOO LID EINyis 408 


But will they know why they Conform'4 ? 


I )bey did it upon much better accounts than our 


Di ſſenters do, when they receive the Sacrament | 
in our Church : Particularly, he Airy it out of 
regard to an Ancient Religion of God Almigh- 


Dj  . 20> 3 


| well known, the Temple was not deſtroyed, 


n 

ty's own Planting; a Religion recommended and 
confirmed by an amazing train of Miracles. They 
did it to convince the Gentiles, that the God of 
Iſrael was the true God, and that it was the ſame 
God which was to be worſhipped under the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. By which means, they intended 
at once to bring in the Fews, and withal to put 
the Heathens out of conceit with their Deities and 
 Superſtitious Practices, in that they would not 

vouchſafe their falſe, unwarrantable Worſhip, the 

Honour of their Compliance. 
Beſides, it ſeems to appear, that at the time 
the Apoſtles thus conformed to the FJeuiſb Wor- 
ſhip, that Religion was not quite aboliſhed. *Tis- 


when they condeſcended to ſuch Practices; and 
till the appointed place of Fezwiſb Worſhip was 
demoliſhed, their Kecleſiaſtical Polity was not ut- 
terly ſubverted : For which reaſon, God, who 
was the Founder of that Religion, and by ſeve- 
ral providential ſteps, had for about Two Thou- 
and Years. ſupported1t, did graciouſly connive at 
thoſe weak Chriſtians, who demonſtrated a Vene- 
ration for that OEcomomy, as knowing it pro- 
ceeded from their Love to him, and Regard for 


| the Religion of their Fathers, which for ſuch a 


re- 


long tratt of Time, had been the only Religion 
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revealed by God in the whole World. And ti re- 
fore till the Temple was deſtroyed, 'tis hu iy 

to be preſumed, that out of tenderneſs to ny 
well-meaning Fudaixing Chriſtians, God ght 
grant the Apoſtles a Special Commiſhon t om- 
ply with ſome Rites of the Moſazc Diſpe : ation. 
weve, their Proceedings in ſo uncor+mon a 
Juncture, in ſuch peculiar Circumſtances, and ivr 
ſuch good Ends, can be no warrant either for a 
Private Minifter to ſtart from his Rule to gratiſy 
Difſenters, or for Diſſenters Occafionally to Con- 
form to gratify their Ambition and Spite to our 
Conftitution. 5 8 c 5 
But Diſſenters have a Natural Right to Offices 
of Truft, being Free- born Subjects, and as capa- 
ble of Serving ths Publick as any other Men ; and 
is it reaſon they ſhould be debarr'd, more than 
others, of the Al of their Country? 
But tis to be confider'd, that where ever Men 
are born, they are to be ſubject to the Laws and 
Cuonſtitutions of their own Nation. Admitting all 
Subjects, when they come into the World, have 
equal claim to Publick Offices in the Govern- 
ment, is it not poſſible that when they live, and 
come to be Men, ſome of em by acting contra- 
ry to the Conſtitution, may thereby forfert their 
natural Right, and ſo without the leaſt We 


a 4 
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be excluded ſuch Offices? All Engliſh Men have 
naturally a claim to Protection from the Supream 
Magiſtrate. Muſt therefore a Man that rebels 
againſt his Prince, or is in any other reſpect guil- 
ty of a capital Crime, plead that he is an Eng- 
liſb Man born, that when he came into the World, 
he had as much right to Life and Protection as 
any of his Country-Men; When alaſs! His Capi- 
tal Miſdemeanours have juſtly deprived him of 
thoſe common Priviledges? 5 
Tis a Law in this our Kingdom, That before a 

Man can be poſſeſſed of an Eccle ſiaſtical Beniſice, 
he muſt be Epiſcopally Ordain'd; declare his un- 
feigned Aſſent and Conſent to the Liturgy of the Eng- 
liſb Church, &c. Now ſuppoſe a Presbyterian Diſſen- 
ter, ſhould obtain a Preſentation from a Patron, 
can it be thought .any Biſhop would give him 
Inſtitution meerly becauſe he is an Englifþ Man 
born, or perhaps might alledge, he is qualified for 


ſuch a Place as much as another? 


Thereare Ads ſtill in Force, that were really in- 
iended by the Legiſlature, to keep all Diſſenters 
(of what Country ſoever) out of Offices of Truft. 
1he Queſtion therefore is not, whether Occaſio- 
nal Confor miſts be Engliſþ Men or not; but whe- 
ther they be Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſh'd Church ? 
If they be (as moſt certainly they are not 


» 
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withſtanding their Occaſional Conformity for 
their Intereſt ) the Cafe is plain, that by the 
Laus of the Land, they are not duly qualified 

for ſuch Poſts : And then their Pleading that they 

are Free- born Subjects, can be no more to the pur- 
poſe, than ſuch a Plea can be admited in the Cafes 
above-mentioned. _ 

And as Perſons under ſuch Circumſtances, are- 
in the Eye of the Law, debarred of ſuch Offices; 
So are theymade uncapable of bearing 'em by therr 
_ ««n Ad and Deed. The Government does not 

conſtrain em to be Diſſenters, they being ſo pure- 

ly out of Chvice. Conſequently, they loſe their 
Claim, and that voluntarily, to all Places of Truſt 
in the Government. 5 
After all, Occaſional Conformiſts are not as fit 
for Offices of Truſt, as other Men, becauſe to 
their own knowlege, they come into em contra- 
ry to the true Intent of Acts of Parliament now in 
being. And he that ſhall thus prevent the Defign 
of a Law writtingly and willmely, as he can be no 
_ conſcientious Subject, ſo neither can he be thought 
. 1 Perſon to diſcharge Places of Pubſick 
Nay, we will go yet farther. Setting afide the 
Acts againſt their being promoted, (which no doubt 
oblige the Conſcience till they are repealed) Diſſen- 
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ters or Occaſional Conformiſts do not really de- 
ſerve Poſts of Truſt and Power in the Govern- 
ment, ſo much as thoſe who conform altogether. 
Such Perſons, tis to be preſumed, merit moſt in 
a Society, as are moſt Subject to the terms of that 
Society, and whoſe Lives have the greateſt Tenden- 
cy to the Peace and Welfare and Safety thereof. 
Now according to this true Rule, no Englifþ Men 
can lay fo juſt a claim to the publick Preferments 
of this Nation, as they who conform to the Eig- 

_ tiſh Church: For ſuch peaceably ſubmit to all the 
Laus Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; Inſomuch, that 

were all the Nation ſo diſpoſed, we ſhould be the 
happieſt People under the Sun, the Envy and 

Wonder of the whole World. But alaſs! as mat- 
ters now ſtand, we are far otherwiſe; And why 
is that? But becauſe Diſſenters do fo divide us. 
Our Miſeries then are chiefly owing to theſe mu- 
tinou People. And is it fit their Obſtinacy ſhould 
be rewarded with Places of Truſt and Power in 
the Government, whilſt many Families are by that 
meansnegledea, who always promoted the true In- 
tereſt of the Nation, by their peaceable Conformity 
to the Church as well as the State? 
As long therefore as they enjoy T oleration for 
their way of Worſhip, they have as much as for- 

merly they deſired, and as much to the full, as 
Es O_o ever 
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ever they deſerved; and their ſtriving ſo vehe- 
mently for more, is a ſure Indication, that ſome- 
poor, elſe beſides the Exerciſe of their Religion, is 
am d at by em. e 
Well, Occaſional Confor miſts are not ſuch vile 
People, as they may be repreſented: They do 
not look upon Receiving the Sacrament according 
to the Rubrick to be ſinful; if they did, they 
would by no means come to it. Neither do they 
conclude the Worſhip Eftabliſh'd by Law, unlaw- 
ful, only they ſuppoſe it leſs edifyzug than their 
OWN. 
We will for once grant all this; though by the 
way, it looks very much like an Occaſional Ar- 
gument, juſt dreſs'd up to ſerve a turn; it being 
well known, that the general Out- cry of the Diſ- 
fenters againſt our Liturgy, and Rites and Cere- 
monies, have always been, that they were Popiſh 
and Unlawful, and ſome haveattempted to prove, 
they ſymboliz'd even with Paganiſm it ſelf. 5 
Bu allowing what they now ſay, viz. That our 
Terms of Communion in the opinion of Occaſi- 
onal Conformiſts, are not ſinful, how comes it 
then to paſs, that they will Conform to em for 
an Office, when they will not Conform for the 
fake of Order, Publick Peace, Church-Unity, Obe- 
dience to Governours, the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, the 


dying 


to be had chiefly in Conventicles? 
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dying Repeated Requeſts of Chriſt to his Father, the 
Commands of the Goſpel, and the avoiding of Scan- 
dal? What! Have their private ſecular Ends 
greater Influence on em, than all theſe Forcible, 
Religious Obligations! Is it fo pleaſing to Almigh- 


ty God that they ſhould be Parliament- Men, 15 
ſtices of the Peace, Members of Corporations, 

as that they ſhould: keep up the Credit of Religi- 
on, and notdiſhonour Chriſtianity by their Schiſm 
and Hypocriſy ; either let em diſclaim the name 
of Chriſtians, or act more conſiſtent with that Ho- 


ly Character. 


But they think their own way more Ediſying. 
But what if that ſhould prove more a Fancy than 
a Truth ? I much queſtion whether ſuch a preca- 
rious Plea, which ought not to be indulg'd, can 


cancel their many and important Obligations to- 
Unity, and Dutiful Obedience to Church-Gover- 


nours. 


Beſides, if they are ml h perſuaded of the 
Truth of their Plea, why do they reſort to our 


Worſhip to get poſſeſſed of an Office? Is a T empo- 


ral Advantage of greater Conſequence with them 
than Edification, which is a Spiritual Good, and 


If they really think they can edify moſt in their 
own Way, tis to be preſumed they will not be a 


"= 
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little Induſtrious to have T bat the Eſtabliſh'd Re- 


ligion ; and then their endeavouring ſo earneſtly 


do get into Power, muſt be for that purpoſe. This 


conſider'd, it becomes us who are of the Church, 
and are convinced that there can be no better Edi- 
fication than what She affords, to ftand by Her 
with all Seaſonable Courage, and defeat the de- 
figns of ſuch as under-value Her, by keeping 'em 
-out of Places of Intereſt and Authority. 

Our Diſſenters would have the World believe, 
that ſuppreſſing Occaſional Conformity 1s not all 
that is intended: That we deſign Per ſecution, and 
to take away Liberty of Conſcience, to which the 
Bill is only an Introduction. This is the ground- 
leſs Opinion, not only of Non- conformiſts, but 
of One of High Station in our own Church, who 

but too often pleads their Cauſe even to Aſtoniſſi- 

seg ens 
In anſwer to this, let us conſider the Nature 
of the Toleration, and that of the Occaſional 
Bill. The Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſn'd Church 
before the Toleration, could not meet publickly 
in any Conventicle, without being obnoxious tocer- 
tain Penalties : Theſe Penalties being taken away 
by Act of Parliament, they were thereupon per- 
- mitted to ſerve God in what manner they pleas'd, 
provided they acknowledged the Doctrine of the 
„ 5 | 1 rmty, 


„ 


Trinity, and obſerved ſome other matters the Go- 


vernment preſcrib' d. This is what we call the 


Ad of Toleration. 
But the Defign of the Occaſional Bill is only to 
prevent their getting into Offices, by receiving the 
Lord's Supper in our Church meerly for that pur- 
poſe. Now fee the difference betwixt this and 


the Act of Toleration ; the one was to ſuffer the 
Diſſenters to meet in other Places than the Church, 
the other to prevent their coming to the Church 


for ſiniſter Ends. The one was intended to allow 
their Conventicles, the other to hinder their thruſt- 
ing themſelves into. the Government. And the 


| how can the one imply the other? 


In ſhort, were there any dependance between 
the Act of Toleration, and the Occaſional Bill, 
the Toleration could not poſſibly have been 8 : 

ts in 


ed Dillenters, without repealing thoſe A 


Charles the Second's Reign againſt their being in 
Places of Truſt, which the Bill is intended to for- 


tify. | 1 

7a But the one, it ſeems, is an Introduction to the 

other. How an Introduction? The one we have 

ſhewn, has no manner of relation to the other. 

Beſides, had the Commons a mind to have en- 

deavour'd a repeal of the Toleration, were they 
: „ 


Defigns of theſe two Acts being fo vaſily different, . 


* 


” 
* » 
A 

of « 
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oblig' d to have fetch'd ſuch a far compaſs about, 
as to have begun with the Occaſional Bill in order 
do it? This is juſt as if one ſhould ſay, they had 
a delign to take off the Malt-T ax, if they thould 
ſeem inclinable to lay no Duties on Births and Bu- 
vials. 
After all, the Houſe of Commons have ſuffici- 
ently clear'd themſelves from this maltcious Aſper- 
ſion, and that too in the very Occaſional Bill it 
felf, as twas firſt ſent up to the Lords; where 
they declared expreſsly, that not hing is more contra- 
ry to the Profeſſion of the Chriſhan Religion; and 
particularly to the Doctrine of the Churchof England, 
than Perſecutiom for Conſcience only. With what 


\ Forehead then can thoſe GLORIOUS PA. 
TRIOT S be charged with a Deſign to take a- 


way the Toleration, by only Voting a Bill againſt 
Occaſional Conformity? V 
But admitting (what is very falſe) that one was 
a kind of ſtep to the other; yet, ſince the repeal- 
ing the Toleration is not once mention'd in the 
Bill, as that Act could not have been reverſed by 
paffing this Bill, there muſt afterwards have been 
_ a diſtinct Act for the taking away the Toleration. 
And then, could not the Queen and Houſe of 
Lords have prevented ſuch a Deſign as effectually 
as if the Occaſional Bill had never been enacted ? 


* ; 1] 
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Ay, but the Government will think it very im- 
proper at this Fundture to give Diſſenters a Handle. 
The beſt way will be to gratify and * all Par- 
ties, not exaſperate em, which is likely to be the 
effect of paſſing ſuch a Bill. : 

This Objection is over and over brought by a 
certain Perſon, who writing againſt the Convi- 
Cions of his own Conſcience, ſeems evidently to 

have a Curſe on bis Under ſtanding. Whence we 
may learn the amazing Power of Guilt, when it 
ſtares a Man in the face, and bluſhes him into ſtu- 
pidity and confuſion of Thought. 
But this being a very popular Plea, we ſhall en- 
deavour to examine it with the greater care; to 
which purpoſe two things will be requiſite to be 
—_— TT ce 
Firſt, That admitting the Inſinuation be juſt, 
that the Diſſenters will be exaſperated by ſuch a 
Bill, yet that is no good Argument why it ſhould 
not pals. . . Fo 
Secondly, That no Juncture can be properer than 
the preſent, for ſuch a reaſonable ak of Parlia- 
ment. If theſe two Points be ſufficiently proved, 
this plauſible Objection will be utterly dſarm d. 

Now the Firft of theſe is only the conſequence 
of what has been all along ih 
proved Occaſional —— for an Office, to 


ewn. We have 
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be a Breach of an un-repealed Law, a ſcandalous 
Immorality, a Hardſhip upon our Conſtitution, a 
moſt notorious piece of Prevarication, an irreli- 
gious Prophanation of the higheſt Ordinance in 
the Scheme of Chriſtianity, and intended for the 
Encouragement of Sch: ſmaticks, to the great diſ- 
advantage of peaceable Confor miſts, and to the 
apparent danger of ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment, as may deſervedly be ſtiled, T he very 
ſoundeſt Branch of the Catholick Church. So that 
ſuch Occaſional Conformity is evidently a crying, 
* provoking ſin. 8 „ 
If fo, nothing is more plain, than that it ought 

to be ſuppreſſed by the Civil Power. One of the 
moſt confiderable parts of the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate's Duty, is to be a Terror to Epil-doers, which, 
if he is not, he may juſtly be interpreted to hear 
the Sword in vain. Thus in the Old Teſtament, 
the Sins of the Jeuiſb People, when they were 
not duly diſcountenanced by Authority, were laid 


at the door of their reſpective Kings, who were 


for the moſt part puniſh'd for em. And good 
reaſon, becauſe God Almighty xaifing em to the 
Throne, with a dire& Intention they ſhould Re- 
form their Subjects to the beſt of their Power; 
Sins of Commiſſiion in the People, become Sins of 


_ Onnſſion in Princes 
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Every Prince is conſtituted by Providence the 
Cuſios utriuſque Fabulg. The two Tables of the 
Divine Law are his peculiar charge. And as he 
is to puniſh all Breaches of the Second Table, that 
fo Offences either againſt -himfelf, or any of his 
Subjects, might meet with diſcouragement: ſo is 
he no leſs obliged to reſent and chaſtiſe all Viola- 
tions of the Firſt; to the end, thoſe Sins which are 
more directly levell'd at the Majeſty of God, might 
be not only avoided, but abhorr'd. = 
Nor is it enough to ſay, That Vice is grown 
Rampant, and Sinners ſo daring and tumultuous, 
that tis not ſafe to ſuppreſs em, unleſs Tempta- 
tions can be ſaid to excuſe incumbent Duties; or 
that the fear of Wicked Men 1s juſtifiable, when 
tis more prevalent with us than the fear of God. 
The more Epidemical any Sin is grown, the more 
ſpeedily doubtleſs ought the Remedy to be ap- 
ply'd: And the more difficult or dangerous the 
Exerciſe of any Duty 1s, the greater is the Ver- 
tue, and the more rewardable, if courageouſly 
diſcharged. If Rogues will be tumultuous, and 
venture their Lives for a bad Cauſe, much more 
ſhould honeſt Men for a good One. © 
Were ſuch a Plea as this conſiſtent with Chri- 
ſtianity or a Good Conſcience, there would be no 
 Mariyrs for Religion. If Men were to _ 
5 E 2 ir 


(36) 
their Eaſe and Preſervation more than the Truth, 
Martyrdom would be an egregious piece of Folly 
and Sin, and the Apoſtles, the firſt Chriſtians, 
and even Chriſt himſelf were under great m:- 
ſtakes, in parting with their Lives when they 
might have preſerv'd em. But their Examples, 
wor | indeed the Commands of the Goſpel, are 
enough to convince us, That if any Man come to 
Chriſt, by yp. , door gud a Member of his My- 
ſtical Body, and hateth not father and mother, yea, 
and his own life alſo, in deſpiſing em when they 
ſtand in competition with the True Religion, he 
cannot be Chriſt's DiſcipleFhe is not qualify d for 
that Profeſſion, which very often meets with Op- 
pofition, and lays Men open to Calamities. 
And as this is true Doctrine, fo is it the Judg- 


ment of the Church of England, that Perſons in 


Authority, as well as Men in more private Stati- 
ons, ought to regard their Religion more than 
any thing beſide. Hence are we taught to pray 
in one of her Collects, that God would fo rule the 
Hearts of our Princes, that they may above all 
things ſeek his honour and glory: And in the Pray- 
er fer the Higb Court of — that he would 
be pleaſed to direct and proſper all their Conſul- 
tations to the Advancement of his Glory, and the 
Good of by Chur ch. : 'The very De ſign of Govern- 


ment 


of oppoſition to the Bil, ſhould 
Diſſenters are a very numerous Body. 18 if their 
Numbers make em 1 they will cer- 
tainly grow more ſo every day 
tunity of getting into Ps of Intereſt and Influence. 
So that unleſs we intend they. als TRY all be fore 


(Y) 


ment is to Guard the 2 Religion, by Oe? 


fing Scandal and iniſter Methods. ; and if this be 
negleted, the main End of Authority being not 


anſwered, other purpoſes, be they never ſo lau- 
dable, cannot be — to attone for the Onuſ- 


how. 


So that, ſuppofin ng it mould be true, That the 
Occafional Bill woul diſguſt the whole Ne Body of Diſ- 
ſenters, yet, to thoſe who have a juſt Veneration 


for the Church of England, it can be no Argu- * 
ment, why ſuch a Bill ought not to paſs, both for 


the Security of that Excellent Eſtabliſhment, and 
for the cutting off all ſordid Motives and T empta- 


tions to the provoking Sin of Occaſional Confor- 
mity. 


| -— Much more ought it to paſs, if it be made ap- 


Spent, That no Juncture can be properer ET 
than the. preſent, for fuch a reaſonable Act of L 


Parliament. 


This is plain, though what hey alldge by way YL 
true, I hat t 


by having oppor- 


'em 
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'em, and eſtabliſh their own Principles, our only 
way will be to keep them under, that they may 
be a Body without a Head, that none of their Par- 
o may have any ſhare in the Government, in or- 
-* ,- ͤQ!!ͥUͤ!, (ß 

Tis an idle Plea to ſay that a Handle would be 
given em, if ſuch a Bill paſſes; when alas! the 
quite contrary is true. The Deſign of the Bill be- 
ing to keep em out of Offices of 1ruft, the Infe- 


rence is natural, that we thereby give 'em 
no Handle. Every ſuch Office may be called a 


Handle, conſequently the more Offices they get in- 


to, the more Handles are given em; fince 'tisve- 


ry obvious that Men of their rotten Nidneys are 
more or leſs capable of working our DeftruCtion, 


in proportion to their being either let into Places 


of Autffority, or excluded from em. The Bill 


therefore is the moſt probable Inflrumenr to keep 
em in ſubjection, though we ſhould allow the ve- 


ry Plea of their Advocates. 


© Befides, the ſuppoſition they go upon affords 
another important Reaſon, why tis neceſſary ſuch 


2 Bill ſhould paſs. For they ſuppoſe the Diflen- 


ers will be ſo far enrag d thereat, as to make an 
VD iſurrection, which conjecture, ſhould it be true, 


is no ſmall Argument for paſſing the Bis: ſince 
Perſons ſo apt to rebel on every Croſs Event, are 


"ER. 222 . : 
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by no means fit to be entruſted with the Govern- 

ment, they being in ſuch circumſtances, not only 

more capable of carrying on their Defigns, but 

under greater Temptation to indulge ny pernicious 
babili 


Reſolution, from the greater pro ty of their 


ſucceeding therein. 


But this ſeems all Trick and Contrivance, pure- 
ly to frighten Superiours into negled, that thereby 
they might hereafter compaſs their Schemes. 
Their Numbers are not ſo great but they may be 
reduced. The Witchcraft of Rebellion is general- 
ly diſcovered. There muſt be ſuch vaſt Correſpon- 
4 in ſo many. diſtant ue of the Kingdom, 
that tis very unlikely the Rebels ſhould keep their 
Projects ſecret, till they are ripe for Execution. 
And if they are diſcover'd, the Ladder ill be 
twnu'd. : 5 85 5 
About Four Years ago, the LEGION”. 
breath'd” out very Helliſb Deſigns, that they had 
a Hundred Thouſand Mutineer.s at their back, and 
were juſt entring upon inſolent Enterprizes: But 
the Devils lyed; they were till in their Chas, 
notwithſtanding their Roarmg, and making A . 
frightful Noiſe! „ 3 


Tis very 1mprobable the Difſenters ſhould pre- 


tend to an Inſurrection on ſuch, or indeed any Ac- - 
count, as long as we do not break with Scotland; 


Which, 


Cao) - 
which, *tis to be preſumed, will hardly be as long 
as Her Majeſty lives: And 'tis to be feared after 
her Deceaſe, they will be troubleſome, whether the 
| Occaſional Bill paſſes or not. ” 
At -preſent nothing of that Nature is likely to 
be promoted, on the account of the Bill. The 
ſoberer and more conſcientious part of the Diſſen- 
ters, we have been often told by their Friends, - 
are very indifferent which way ſoever the matter 
goes, becauſe they condemn ſuch Occaſional Con- 
formity ; and according to the Oppoſers of the 
Bill themſelves, their Number is not incon ſidera- 
=. 
The Quakers, who make up no ſmall part of 
the Nation, cannot be thought inclinable to any 
ſuch Conſpiracy ; not only becauſe they diſallow 
War in general, but likewiſe by reaſon of their 
averſion to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and their Incapacity of courſe for Places of T ruſt. 
Inſomuch, that being no Loſers by the Bill, the 
paſſing of it would be no manner of Provocation 


| In ſhort, there Are ſo many Div ſions among | 
the Diſſenters, that they can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed 
to joyn in ſuch a dangerous Deſign, when it is not 
call agreed upon, provided they ſhould be ſuc- 
ceſsful, which Sec} ſhall be uppermos/3. * are 


always. 


" T9 
always jealous of one another, and would much 
rather live under o Government, than endea- 
vour to deſtroy Us, in order to be conſumed one of 
another. | | 1 5 1 8 

Not but they would gladly attempt ſuch a 
Thing, could they have a proſpect of carrying 
their Point: but at preſent (God be thanked) they 
can have no ſuch motive, and the Occaſional Bill * 
_ would prevent it for ever. r 
| The Presbyterians are indeed the moſt formi- 
1 dable of all others, not only becauſe they are 
more numerous, and by ſtrammg their Conſciences 
for an Office, more defignmg than the reſt ; but 
_ chiefly becaule of their being of the ſame Religi- 
on with the Scots, who are by no means ſatisfied. 
with the Succeſſim. The main Reaſon doubtleſs, 
why the Scots are diflatisfied with it, is the Obli- 
gation the Princes that ſhall Succeed to the Impe- 
rial Crown of Englandare under, to profeſs them- 
. felves of the Engliſh Church: Inſomuch, that had 
they been as forcibly bound to profeſs . xk . 
aniſm, there would have been no exception from 
that Quarter, againſt the Illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nover. For the ſame Reaſon, it may well be pre- 
ſumed, our Engliſb Presbyterians, whatever they 
| 19» pretend, cannot have an hearty regard for 
tlie Limitation and Succeſſion of the Crown, but will 
SLE 25 F rather 
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rather improve all favourable Opportunities of 
getting a Prince of their own Religion. The Kirk 
is more to them than any Prince of another Per- 
ſuaſion. And can it be thought then, that they 
will not one time or other, joyn with the Scots, 
their Od Covenauting Friends, in Oppoſition to the 
Succeſſeon, in behalf of the Krk? 

If fo, is it fit in the mean time, that thoſe 
Men ſhould be permitted to Cliub up into High 
Statzons, and by that means, pave the way for the 
diſaffected Party in Scotland to come in among us, 
and once more trip up the Heels of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment? Moſt evident therefore it is, That a due 
Tenderneſs cannot well be ſhewn to the Act of 


Settlement, whilſt the Occaſional Bill 1 is Oppoſed 


or Rejetted. 

Beſides , There may come a time, when ſuch 
2 Bill will not be ſuffered to paſs, tho both Hou- 
| ſes of Parliament ſhould preſs it with earneſtneſs. 

. Tis poffible we may ſometime have a Prince, ſo 
much byaſſed by the Pres e Party, as to 
ſtiflle all motions * make for the Intereſt of the 

Church: And then the Union of the Lords and 

Commons to promote her r Safety will be to nopur- 

a Our Conftitution is ſuch, that tho* our 

Princes after the death of her Sacred Majeſty, 

are bound by the All of Settlement, to joyn in 


Cum. 
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| Communion with the Church of England by Law 
Hſtabliſp'd; Yet as Matters now ſtand, it may be 
in their power to overthrow it by degrees. They 
can appoint all the great Officers, Eccleſiaſtical, 
Civil and Military , on which, as on fo many 
Hinges , the Government of the Kingdom in a 
great meaſure turns. So that in few years, our 


Eſtabliſhment may be Subverted, and the pre- 


ſent face of Government altogether changed, unleſs 
ſuch a preventing remedy as the Occaſional Bill pro- 
videntially preſerves it. n 
_ Sucha Bill would ma great degree cramp the 
deſigns of any Prince, who is not heartily, as well 
as in appearance, in the Intereſt of the Church. 
Becauſe it would obſtruct thoſe men's coming into 
the Government, who have not given full proof 
of their Affection for the Eftabliſht Religion. Con- 
ſequently; Let a Prince be never fo diſaffected to 
the Church, the Occafional Bill would hinder 
him from undomg her. To, 
And what time can be more fit for ſuch an uſe- 
full deſign, than the preſent ; When we have a 
Queen upon the Throne, who has given us re- 
peated aſſurances of her Affection for the Church; 
Who has not only had her Education therein, but 
moſt remarkably evidenced Her Steadineſs there- 
to, in very threatning Fundures ; She has convinc'd 


1 2 us 
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us by Her own Example, that a True Religion is 
abundantly preferable to Eafe and Wealth, and 
x even Life it ſelf : And that the Church of England 

is in Her opinion, ſuch a True Religion. Among 
the dangers of Popery, ſhe was not afraid to aſſert 
Her Principles, and amidſt the Hurry and Ex- 
pence of War, beheld the Church with Religious 
Compaſſion, and graciouſly afforded it ſeaſonable 
Relief. OR 
Vet, one Thing is needful : The Hedge which 
the Wiſdom and Piety of our former Governours 
have made for the ſecurity of this Church, being 

broken dawn, contrary to their Expectation, yea, 
rather the unfortunate Gap, which they them- 
ſelves neglected to ſtop, ſuppoſing it very unlikely 
ſuch a By-path would ever be uſed by Men ſeem- 
ingly averſe to it, and that too out of a Principle 
of Conſcience, is, and has been for ſome time, 
made an Inlet into the Government; whereby 
our Conſtitution is threatned with Subver fron, and 
many 1 aſſected to it, leſs encouraged than 


its moſt Implacable Adverſaries. T his then is a 


Time for our Gracious Sovereign to diſcover a 
Zeal for the Injured Eſtabliſnment, ſuitable to its 
Neceſfities, as well as to Her own former Re- | 
noed Endeavours. The affrighted Church now 
cries to her Nu ſing Mother for Defence and Pro 

= 5 e tection. 


—— Sp 
teftion. Nay, the Commons of Enyiaud, though 
twice rejected, plead now a third Time Her 
diſtreſſed caſe, and beg a Remedy. And muſt 
the Seditious Grumblings of thoſe Perſons that look 
ae upon Truth and Order; and quench'd their 
ungodly Thirſt with the Innocent Blood of the 
| Royal Martyr, as well as fed Sacrilegiouſly on the 
Churches Patrimony; muſt the Voices of tboſe Jews 
prevail, when their Practice is to ſhew leſs Mercy 
to the Body of Chriſt, than even the Roman Sol. 
diers did to his Coat, who would not reud it, but caſt 
lots whoſe it ſhould be? CUM S TSS 7 0} 
The Kight Reverend Fathers of the Church, 
cannot but be Active on this Occaſion,” in this 
very Critical Juncture, to uſe their-utmoſt Inte- 
reſt for the paſſing ſuch a Bill, as in all likelihood 
will render the Church Invulnerable, and make 
it the Glory and Wonder, as it is the Bulwark 
of the Rn. The main Deſign of their 
ſitting in Parliament, beſides the Reputation and 
Authority it was intended to ſhed on the true Re- 
ligion, being to aſſiſt in the Support of the 
Church of England, and by Learned Courageous 
Speeches, to remove Her actual Grievances, and 
prevent any Encroachments on Her juſt Privi- 
leges, as well as to obtain freſh advantages, if 
occaſion be, for her better Subſiſtance; *twould 


(8 . 
ſeem a mult notorious Contradiction to their Ve- 
nerable Character, ſnould they ſuffer that Church, 
whereof they are Biſhops, to be inſulted by Schiſ- 
maticks, contrary to the true intent of Acts of Par- 
lament granted for Her Security. . 

What if Diſſenters be exaſperated? Muſt the 
True Religion Eſtabliſned among us be there- 


fore expoſed to their Fury and Ambition, and 


Her Intereſt ſacrificed to their Cyvetouſneſs and 
Hypocriſy? Becauſe the Authors of Diviſions may 

poſfibly be weaſy, muſt that diſcourage Ser 
Chriſtians from Guarding the Worſhip of the 
God of Order? Are not a great many beſide them 
uneaſie, whoſe Reſentments are much rather to 
be conſidered, that the Church is not more out of 
the reach of their evil Deſigns? 

Why ſhould our Diſſenters be exaſperated on the 
account of ſuch a Bill, any more than thoſe in 
Holland, who are kept out of the Government ? 
The poor Diſtreſſed Epiſcopal Profeſſors in Scot- 
land, make a ſhift to be peaceable even without 
a Toleration: and what Opinion can we have 
of the Engliſþ Diſſenters, who are not content- 
ed with One ; who cannot be ſatisfied, unleſs 
they are on the Level with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church? If Men's Demands and Practices are 
Vu ea ſonable or Unchriſhan, tis more confiſtent 
— es LEE with 


1 
with our Duty to diſpleaſe them by a Diſappoint- 
ment, than to gratify em by an allowance. 
Had ſuch a kind of Behaviour been ſhewn to the 
Roman Catholicks in ſome of our former Reigns, 

there would have been no ſuch thing as a Refor- 

mation of Religion in. this Kingdom. And 
what was neceſſary heretofore to aboliſh Po- 
per, cannot be thought an improper Expedi- 
ent in our days, to keep Presbytery nnder the 
Hatches. 


Some have been fo wiſe as to Object, That 47 


being in Leagne with Holland, and hey ne be- 
ing the Eftabliſhed Religion in that ( 
'twould look like an Afront to the Dutch , 
ſhould ſuch a Bill paſs, contrary to the Intereſt 
ol our Presbyterians. Do nn OO TRL. S 
The Dutch ſurely underſtand themfelves bet- 
ter, than thus to concern themſelves with the 
Government of England. Do they fee us med- 
dling with their Affairs or Laws? Do not they 
keep Men of our Religion out of Offices of Truft ? 
And do we break with them on the account of 
their Politics? They may as well be difpleaſed, 
that we do not Eftabliſh Presbytery in this King- 
dom, becauſe they have done it in theirs. Can 
they be angry with us for taking their own Mea- 
{ures ? If our Governours eſteem the Church of 
2 En- 


untry, 


e 
En land as much to the full, as they do That | 
which they countenance by Authority, can they 
be perſuaded to the contrary, but that our Go- 
vernours ſhould diſcover the ſame zealous Inclina- 
tions to ſecure the Church of England, that they 
have ſhewn for the preſervation of the Dutch 
Church ? 
Beſides, as tis unreaſonable they ſhould be an- 
ory at the paſſing of ſuch a Bill, fo is it Mater | 
_ of Fact that they were not diſpleaſed, when 'twas 
ſet on foot. Did they ever fend over an Amba/- 
ſadour to the Enghſh Court, or fignihe their De- 
ſire any other Publick way, that the Bill might 
Drop? If they never did, why then ſhould any 
Man alledge their diſlike of it, asan Argument why 
_ Rihould bebop 
After all, the Dutch and other Sovereign Pro- 
zeftants, do not ſo highly approve our Diſſenters 
proceedings, as to interpoſe impertinently on their 
behalf. Whoever 1s acquainted with the Judg- 
ment of the Reformed Churches beyond Sea, will 
{ee cauſe to acknowledge, that their moſt Learn- 
ed Divines, not excepting Calvin, have not on- 
ly Written in Commendation of the Church of 
i Enoland, but blamed ſuch as have ſeparated from 
= — — 
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As for thoſe who are againſt the Bill, becauſe We 
are engag d in War Abroad, ſuch are to conſider , 
That we have the more Reaſon to manage things 
at Home with the greater Circumſpection and Piety. 
The Diſſenters do refrain giving us Diſturbance, not 
becauſe the Bill is not paſſed, but becauſe they are 
unwilling to falb under the Laſh of the Law. Our 
Peace and Safety would be very precarious, tho the 
Bill ſhould be a hundred times loft, could theſe Men 


be certain of fading ther Account in an Inſurrecti- 


on. So that the Occaſion Bill will be the beſt Secu- 


_ rity to our Conſtitution in time of War, as well as 
in Peace: Since thereby our Governours would. 
take effectual care, that ſuch Perſons might want 
the power, who do not want the will to deſtroy the 
JJ 
Beſides, tis piouſly to be allow'd, that as the 
Heart of the King is in the hand of the Lord, ſo he ſtil- 
leth the madneſs ofthe People. The way therefore to 
make thoſe Enemies in our Boſom at peace withus, is 
to take ſpecial care that our ways pleaſe the Lord. As 
long then as we have a good opinion ofthe Church 
of England, and cannot but look on Occaſional Con- 
formity for an Office, bothan irreligious Practice in 
it ſelf, and likewiſe conducive to the damage 
of that pure Church, we cannot pitch on a more 
effectual courſe to ſtand before our Enemies, that by 
taking away thal accurſed thing in the midſt of us, 
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whereby we muſt incur the DivineDiſpleaſure. And 
whocan tell but our undeſerv'd Succeſſor this Cam- 

paign, might be deſign'd by Heaven to baffle this 
excuſe for our not reforming this Scandalous Ini- 

quity, vix. T hat the Bill is not well timed. 
We may venture tod raw one compariſon between 
the Natural Body, and the Body Politick, when 
their own great Advocate has done it almoſt in eve- 
ry Page. The Natural Body) is not neglected, if under 
an Indi p- ition. Becauſe tis full of 2 Humonr's, is 
that an Argument why they ſhould not be purg d 
out? Muſt the Phyſitian adviſe the Patient tolet em 
alone, and take their own courſe ? but if they were 
not ſo predominant, that he would preſcribe a Reme- 


ch, would he not rather havea Bill made up with all 


poſſible expedition, and charge the ſick Perſon to 
eat or drink nothing that might contribute to the 
increaſe of em, but to endeavour as much as in him 
lies, to correct em on all occaſions, that ſo the Body 
being drein d of em, the Palſe might beat even and 
regular, and the Man be recovered to a ſtate of Health 
and Strength ? Let this be ſeriouſly apply'dand twill 
be concluded, that 'twere but high time the Occafi- 
onal Bill were paſs de. F 
As Religion is ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary to Go- 
vernment, that Men of Atbeiſtical Principles have 
not ſtuck to ſay, twas inſtituted by Princes only 
for that purpoſe : So is a multiplicity of Religions 
— — 8 _ equally 


8 n 
equally or near alike countenanced, the moſt evi- 
dent Method to ruin and utterly ſubvert Societies. 


When Men of different Perſuaſions get into Stations 


of Influence and great Authority, their Intereſts be- 
ing always as different as their Perſuaſions, Diviſi- 
515 muſt unavoidably ariſe thereby. Tis natural for 
every Perſon to contrive the promotion of hisown 
Principles, and much more eager will he be to ad- 
vance 'em, when his Inclinations are ſbarpen d by 
the Applications and Requeſts of thoſe of his own 
Party, when they flock to him for ſubordinate Off- 
ces, and on all accounts of any conſequence, ſollicit 
his favour. Thus ſo many Diviſions running thro 
a Nation, threaten each other, in proportion tothe 
Intereſt they can all make in the Government. 
hut when the Religion of the Country, has the eſ- 
pecial favour of the Supreme Magiſtrate ; and the 
privilege of obtaining Poſts of 'T ruſt, is peculiar to 
the zealous Profeſſors thereof, as a Reward of their 
former, and an Encouragement oftheir future Com- 
pliances with Authority: The State then is ſteady. 
and unmoved, becauſe the Eftabliſh'd Religion is 
fo, being ſupported oy Men of Authority and Inte- 
reſt, who are well-witherstoit ; whilſt in the mean 


time, ſuch as are diſaffeZed thereto, meeting with 
no manner of favour from the Civil Power, beſide. 
a Toleration for their Principles, become at length 
diſſatisfy d with their — way, as being an hindrance 
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to themſelves and their Families. For in times of 
Adver ſity, Men are apteſt to conſuter, and con ſide- 
ration is not an improper expedzent, to recover Men 
of Enthuſiaſtic Principles, to a ſtate of Sobriety = 
and found judgment. = 
Theſe things make it extreamly requiſite, not 
only that Difſenters ſhould be excluded Offices of 
Truft, for the ſafety ofour well-grounded Eftabliſh- 
ment in Church and State, but that fucha Bar 
ſnould be put to their Ambition with all the ſpeed 
imaginable; fince the longer that isdelay'd, thegreat- 
er opportunities are given em to ſtrengthen their ſe- 
veral Parties, by juſtling the Eftabliſhment ſen ſi- 
bly from its Hmges. *Vkl 
However, if our Governours are not inclin'd to 
croſs their meaſures, by paſſing the Bill, it becomes 
the Clergy in the mean while, to be very cautious 
how they Adminiſter the Lord's-Supper to ſuch 
Perſons as come to that Spiritual Ordinance, in all 
appearance, for Carnal and even Pernicins Ends. 
Miniſters are not to give that which is holy to ſuch 
Dogs, left they turn again and rent the Church. They 
areStewards of the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and if 
they would be found faithful, they muſt not diſpenſe 
em to Men of profligate Conſciences, who defire 
'em much for the ſame Reaſon, that Simon Magus 
did the Holy Ghoſt, and ought to receive the like 
due repulſe from the ler gy which that Sorcerer met 
9 with 
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with from St. Peter. Men are tocome tothe Sacra- 
ment, not for an Office, but for Grace, not chiefly for 
Promotion in this World, but in the next. When that 
moſt ſublime Ordinance is look'd on only as a Civ 
Qualification for Places of Truſt, they who reſort to 
it for that abominable purpoſe, do as it were unconſe- 
crate the Elements, and by eating and drinking 'em, 
Cruciſie the Son of God 1. | RY 
_ *T1scertainly in the Power of theClergy of Eng- 
land, in a great meaſure, to ſupply the want of the 
Occaſional Bill, did they take care not to admit ſuch 
Perſons to the Sacrament, who are notorious Schiſ- 
maticks, and come to that Holy Ordinance, accord- 
ing to the moſt Charitable Conſtruction, not only 

out of no good deſign, but for a very ill one, they 
would go a great way in reforming abules of this 
nature. There being ſo conſiderable a nap Ave 
all thoſe who ſhall preſume to execute any Offices 
of Truſt, without Receiving the Lord's-Supper, 
according to the uſage of the Church of England, 
no Diflenters would venture to meddle with any 
ſuch Truft, were they ſure of being rejected as . 
worthy Communicants. And to think of compelling a 
 Minitter to give the Sacrament toPerſons in ſuch ve- 
ry unſuitable Cireumſtances, is juſt as reaſonable as 
_ *rwould be to go about to force him to abſolve any 
ſick Perſon, who does not appear truly ſorry for his 
Witten, ð a 


Tc 
hy the Rubrick and 26th Canon of our Church, 

a Miniſter not only may, but muſt refuſe to give 
the Sacrament to ill Livers, who do not particular- 
ly repent of their notorious fins. And as to thecale 
of Diſſenters, the 27th Canon is exprels, that * No 
© Miniſter when he Celebrateth the Communion, 
© ſhall willingly Adminifter the ſame to any, but 
©to ſuch as Kneel, nor to any that ſhall refuſe to 
© be preſent at Publick Prayers, according to the 
Orders of the Church of England; nor to any 
© that ſhall exclaim againſt any of the Orders, 
© Rites and Ceremonies preſcribed therein, nor to 
© any that are diſſaffected to any thing contained in 
the Book of Ordering Prieſts and Biſhops, Oc. 

© except every ſuch Perſon ſhall firſt acknowlege 
© to the Miniſter before the Church-Wardens, his 
Repentance for theſame, and promiſe by Word 
© (if he cannot Write) that he will do fo no more; 

© and except (if he can write) he ſhall firſt do the 
© fame under his Hand-writins, to be deliver'd to 


© the Miniſter, and by him lent to the Biſhop of 


© the Dioceſe, or Ordinary of the Place. 
We grant indeed, the latter part of this Canon 
enjoyns the Miniſter to © obey the Order and Dire- 
© fron of bis Ordmary, whom he is to acquaint 
with the Matter within Fourteen Days next after 
be has rejected ſucha Schiſmatick. But then the Or- 
ders and Direction of the Ordinary are ſuppoſed 
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to be canſiſtent with thoſe other Canons and 
Laws actually in Force. The Rubrick ſays 
expreſsly, That © the Ordinary ſhall proceed 
 ©C againſt the offending Perſon according to the 
© Canon. So that the Canon being the Ordina- 
rys Rule in this Caſe, it ſeems to follow, that 
the Miniſter is not to obey his Direction, if it be 
palpably inconſiſtent with his expreſs Rule. Now 
the Fourth Cannon plainly ſays, That Perfons 
diſaffected to our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment; 
© (hall be Excommunicated zpſo facto, and not re- 
© ſtored but by the Biſhop jof the Place, or Arch-- 
© biſhop, after his Repentance and publick Revo- 


(cation of fuch his wicked Errors. So then pub⸗ . 


lick or expreſs Repentance is by the Rubrick and 
Canons of our Church, required in all Diſſenters, 
before the Miniſter is to admit em to the Sacra- 
ment. And would every Clergyman but act 
faithfully, and for the good of the ERabliſhed Re- 
ligion, not one Occaſional Conformiſt in their 
reſpective Pariſhes, would be allowed to receive 
the Sacrament at their Hands. 
And the fame due Care is taken, that Men of 
ſuch Principles and Practices ſhall not receive it 
any where elſe: For by the Twenty eighth Canon, 


Strangers are not to be admitted to the Commu- 


nion, but Miniſters are to remit ſuch home to 
their 
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* their men Pariſn- Churches and Miniſters, there 

* to receive the Communion with the reſt of their 

* own Neighbours «© . 
If then Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſned Church 
are exprelly term'd Sch:ſmaticks in their Canons, 
and the Biſhops of that Church are :p/o facto to 
excommunicate 'em : If by our Ecclefiaſtical Laws 
Miniſters may and ought to deny em the Sacra- 
BB ment; and their reſpective Ordinaries are oblig d 
3 in Conſcience by the ſame Laws to countenance 
q their Proceedings of that kind; how very in- 
confiftent does it ſeem both with the Duty of a 

| Presbyter to give em the Sacrament for an Of- 
I fice, and with the Character of a Biſhop, not to 
|. prombtetheOccaflmul BY! ðͤ 
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